A river crossing of many names
																									

Aberfeldy Crossing 1862 - c.1866
The crossing as described by an 1860’s
road engineer:
“A fine stream of water about 15 feet in
breadth and three feet in depth, flowing
over quartz pebbles with a velocity of
about three miles per hour.
The banks are auriferous and numerous
claims have been taken up, but owing to
the height of the river they were not being
worked.”
Photo: Coaches on the Aberfeldy to Walhalla road.
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Sketch: From Christie, R.W., 1989, ‘Tracks to the Woods Point and Jordan Goldfields’

This township on the Aberfeldy
River was originally known as
Fawkner Crossing. Forty two year
old local miner Thomas Fawkner
died of a lung infection here on 26
August 1863. Fawkner is recorded
to be buried here, but his grave has
never been located.
The site was later known as Theobold’s Crossing
named after Inn owner Thomas Theobold.
Theobold and Hotel owner Sarah Mathews were
well regarded in the area.
Take nothing but photographs, leave nothing but footprints.

Mrs Mathews was fondly known as ‘The Old Scots
Woman’ who provided food and accommodation
to those travelling to and from the goldfields. She
was the first female European settler to live at the
crossing.
William ‘Billy the Cook’ Byrant is recorded as the
first caterer to open a general store at the crossing.
Richard Mackay a gold buyer, businessman and
adventurer of the mountain goldfields recounts:
“I have a striking recollection of him, for the
first time I travelled that way I paid him one
shilling for a single quart of oats for my horse.”

Such prices were considered extremely generous
and Billy’s store was sought out by many travellers on
their journeys.
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