“Connaughton’s Flat”
The history of O’Toole’s Camping Ground
After the alluvial rush of the 1860’s, this parcel of land was taken up
by John Connaughton for gardening and grazing purposes, and was
accordingly named ‘Connaughton’s Flat’.

Bush Band, Toombon, c.1899.
John O’Toole holding the dog
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John Connaughton died in 1899, leaving the property to his grandson, Martin O’Toole Jnr. Martin’s
father, John O’Toole discovered that there was never a title on the land, just a miner’s right. He
approached the Crown Lands Department in view of leasing the block of twenty acres. However, the
Crown Lands Department would only grant the lease in an allotment of 200 acres at an annual rent of
£2/3s/6d. Coincidentally, Mary Jane Brown, the Store Point Publican also applied for the lease but was
too late with her application.
Martin O’Toole Jnr took legal possession of the land in 1903 replacing an old burnt fence and began
construction of a five roomed weatherboard dwelling, stables, a barn, shed, fowl-house and pig sty.
After Martin’s death in 1910, his son Michael Martin O’Toole took over the lease. Michael O’Toole was
a Melbourne-based Police Constable, therefore found little time to manage the property on Donnelly’s
Creek Road. More than half of the land was removed from the lease, reverting it back to Crown Land,
with the 89 acre balance being approved as a new lease in May 1911 for a period of 14 years.
In 1914, Ernst George Clarke of Aberfeldy took over the lease which was revoked in 1927. Several
other enquiries in the 1930’s were made in regards to availability of the land, but were not pursued by
the given parties.
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In 1984-85, local residents together with the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands worked to
clear the regrowth and blackberries, and the area became known as O’Toole’s Camping Ground.
The O’Toole family came from Wexford in Ireland and became known for their competitive axeman skills.
As recent as 2012, third generation axeman Laurence O’Toole won the World Championship in Perth in
both the underhand and standing disciplines.
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John O’Toole (Snr) (1835 - 1909) &
Margaret Connaughton (1857 - 1896)
Both buried in the Aberfeldy Cemetery

Take nothing but photographs, leave nothing but footprints.

