
At first, the school at Jericho was known as St Peter’s Common School, No 807, 
established by the Roman Catholic Church and built in 1865 by the Reverend Father P.A. 
Courtenay. The school was constructed of weatherboard and measured about twenty by 
thirty feet. 

At the beginning of 1865 there was a daily attendance of between 20 and 30 children. At the end of the year the examinations were held for the 
subjects of English, Geography, Grammar, Spelling, Reading and Writing. Books were issued as prizes.

The Great Education Act of 1872, which made education free, secular and compulsory as from the beginning of 1873, allowed such schools with 
denominational basis to continue for five years independent of the State school system, but subsidised by the State on a capitation basis (or subsidy 
according to the number of students enrolled).  Hence the school became St Peter’s Capitation School, Jericho, No 807.

At the end of 1877 the allowance was discontinued and Jericho State School No 2001 was 
opened on 17th July 1878 in the new building by the Board of Education.

The 1880s saw a slump in mining and some families drifted away from the Jordan Valley. From November 1884 until May 1892, due to 
the low number of pupils, the Jericho school worked part-time with the Red Jacket school.

In 1893 Henry Bennett applied to the board of Education for permission to sluice the Jericho school grounds. After a protracted argument 
between the Board of Education and the Mines Department, the school was closed in 1896 and the grounds were sluiced daily. 

From 1896 to 1900 pupils had to once again walk to the Red Jacket school.

In the beginning of 1901 Jericho residents applied to the Education Department for a teacher, declaring that they have a school, 
furniture, required number of pupils and that the children in the district were “educationally starved”.

Jericho school again re-opened in 1901 until 1907, but the shortage of students forced the school to work part-time with Aberfeldy 
until 1924. The teacher (19 year old Mortimer Eugene McCarthy) travelled by horseback ten miles each way and worked on an 
alternative basis, one week it would be three days at Jericho and two at Aberfeldy and the next week visa versa.

In 1924 there were only four pupils: Anne, Beryl and Herbert Bennett and Alex Clarke. In 1925, with only three Bennett children on the 
roll, Jericho school was closed permanently.
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