Red Jacket Hotel is the heartbeat of the town
																				

Red Jacket Township c. 1862 - 1930

The Jordan Goldfields were discovered in December 1861 and the four diggers
responsible were each awarded a £50 reward. The site of the first discoveries
became the township of Jericho on the Jordan River.
In January 1862, two quartz reefs were discovered and in the following month, ten miles of the Jordan River and
numerous tributaries were being worked. About three miles south, the mining village of Red Jacket developed possibly
taking its name from the Schooner ‘Red Jacket’.
The Gippsland Times in 1862 reported,
“The diggers’ dwellings are nearly all substantial slab homes, with canvas or calico roofs, and many small
patches enclosed for gardens. The stores and other places of business in the townships are nearly all
weatherboarded with shingle roofs. The only regular licensed hotel is the Jordan Hotel”.

Red Jacket Post Office and Telegraph Office

The town provided services for miners working in the surrounding gullies and creeks such as Dry Creek, Blue Jacket,
Violet Town and later Victor’s Quartz. The Red Jacket or Jordan Hotel was to become the focal point for the town which
also boasted stores, post office, bank, butchery, church, school and numerous residences. Red Jacket continued as a
quiet village in to the 1900’s but with the decline of mining there was a constant loss of residents, and the school closed
in 1903. A brief revival took place in the years after 1900 when the Jordan River Bucket Dredging Co. was operating, but
it was short lived and broken up in 1905.
Another slight revival took place during the depression of the 1930’s when a few men returned to the mountains hoping to
make a living. One of them wrote….
“Red Jacket turned out to be a real ghost town. One old prospector was camped in the school house….
On the opposite side of the river was the old hotel owned by O’Keefe and deserted now. I was fascinated
by the old posters advertising soaps, beer, furniture of a long gone era, most of them covering that period
from the turn of the century until the First World War. Also framed around the bar room wall were the
feathers of lyre birds.”
The fires of 1939 destroyed the remaining buildings.

Mrs Anne O’Keefe, second from left, ran the Red Jacket Hotel for many years
Reference for photos: Gold for the Taking, R. Paoletti 2007.

Take nothing but photographs, leave nothing but footprints.

